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The Topic for Week #3 of OLTD 502 was Designing for Learning, and the assignment 
required students to dig deeper into aspects of instructional design. Students researched 
UbD (Understanding by Design) and UDL (Universal Design for Learning), and for the 
Week 3 & 4 activity I chose to further explore UDL. I critiqued an existing lesson from a 
BCLN Science 10 course and redesigned it for the learning environment, learners, and 
learning outcomes. This required selecting appropriate strategies and resources to meet 
the UDL guidelines.  
 
As outlined in the OLTD 502 Lesson Critique and Lesson Redesign, “UDL is intended to 
increase access to learning by reducing physical, cognitive, intellectual, and 
organizational barriers to learning, as well as other obstacles.” 
(http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Universal_Design_for_Learning). UDL Guidelines provide: 

1. Multiple means of representation 
2. Multiple means of action & expression 
3. Multiple means of engagement 

My OLTD 502 Lesson Critique and Lesson Redesign focussed on analyzing and 
incorporating the above-noted guidelines and principles. OLTD 502 instructor Randy 
LaBonte provided many helpful resources on instructional design, and although it seemed 
overwhelming at first, the research into theory and the principles of universal design, 
accessibility, and adapting technology, was integral in guiding the critique of the learning 
activity and the subsequent redesign.   
 
I feel the ability to bridge theory and practice is fundamentally necessary to develop a 
rich, meaningful, and pedagogically sound learning environment for students. My belief 
is that by meeting the identified OLTD learning outcome - to develop and design 
intentional learning activities suitable for the learning environment and the learner - and 
through incorporation of the UDL principles, all students will benefit from course design 
that includes differentiated instruction. Furthermore, I feel that students from cultures 
with rich oral traditions, with a ‘show and tell’ approach to learning, will especially 
benefit from a course that is designed using the UDL framework. My hope is that by 
incorporating the Universal Design for Learning principles, thereby minimizing barriers, 
more students, and in particular First Nations students, will be successful in completing 
the Science 10 lessons and activities. 


